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The life history of the black scale varies in different sections,
but in general it is about as follows:
Eggs are produced most abundantly in May, June, and part
of July, the average number found under each scale being
about eighteen hundred. In about twenty days the eggs
hatch. At the end of a day or two the young insects make
their way out from under the protecting mother scale, and
crawl around for two or three days before settling down,
the leaves and tender twigs offering the most suitable feeding
ground. Unlike the armored scales, the black scale is, up
to a certain age, able to withdraw its sucking mouth-parts
from the tissues and move to more favorable pasturage.
This accounts for the fact that only a few mature individuals
are seen on the leaves, while such large numbers are found
on the branches.
The yellowish half grown females are most common from
about the middle of September to the middle of December,
while during the spring and early summer months the dark
adult scales are most abundant. Although there seems to be
but one generation of the black scale during the year, it is not
uncommon along the coast to find all stages at one time.
It is this irregularity in the appearance of the young scales
that makes the problem of control so difficult. The insect
is naturally most susceptible to any destructive influence
during the two or three days when it is crawling around
searching for a suitable place to feed. The hot dry air of
the interior valleys kills them off in large numbers and they
are not able to establish themselves so readily as in the coast
sections.
The young insects may readily be seen crawling about over
the leaves and stems, but a little observation will show that
their powers of locomotion are very limited; they are not
able to crawl from one tree to another over the rough ground